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has given me no cause for complaint, and to whom,
in virtue of an old defensive alliance of which Your
Majesty is aware, I ought to furnish 6000 auxiliaries,
only that it is doubtful whether the present war is a
case of aggression ?" Such was the old King's reply
to the Prussian tempter, and he coupled with it
renewed assurances of neutrality, Frederick reiter-
ated his demands and expressed regret that he could
not extend complaisance further. By no effort of
diplomacy could he shake the honourable firmness
of Augustus, and it was therefore necessary to gain
the highroad into Bohemia by force.

Frederick had surrounded Pirna, but he did not
venture to assault it, though Napoleon declared at
first sight that there were nine points of attack. It
was clear, however, that hunger must soon force the
Saxons to move and that their only hope lay in
succour from the Austrians. Browne, the Irishman
who had proved himself to be one of the Queen's
best generals, therefore led an army northward to
the foot of the mountains and \vas confronted by
Frederick in person at Lobositz. On October I,
1756, a fierce fight of seven hours proved indecisive.
Early in the day the King sent twenty squadrons of
horse to meet disaster at the hands of the Austrian
gunners, and later the Prussian infantry showed that
they were still the men of Mollwitz and of Soor.
The Prussians kept the field of battle, but of nearly
6400 killed and wounded more than half were theirs.

The relief of Pirna was checked but not frustrated.
Lobositz is, however, chiefly memorable as the
day on which the Austrians first encountered the